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Mexico City and Beijing. His music has been described by John Cage
as “the presence of sound as the voice of nature...”. Tan himself
acknowledges the profound influence of Cage as having “led me to
discover structures and sounds as yet unknown ”. Shostakovich, a
composer who also lived under a turbulent Communist regime, is
credited for having “taught me to express deep human and personal
voices ”, while the works of the Japanese composer Toru Takemitsu
lead him to the realization that “Western and Eastern instruments
can be part of the same colour palette.”

Melissa Hui describes her compositional style as “very economical...I
don’t write many notes. And the more I compose the more
economical I become. I really believe that less is best.” Ms. Hui was
born in Hong Kong, raised in Vancouver, and currently resides in
California. She graduated from the University of British Columbia
with a Bachelor’s degree in piano in 1987. Her commitment to
composition blossomed through her work at the Banff Centre under
the tutelage of Robert Aitken (her earliest ensemble work, Shadow
Play, was premiered there in 1988) and prepared her to pursue
graduate studies in composition at the California Institute of the Arts
(M.F.A., 1990) and Yale University (M.M.A.,1992). In the past five
years she has garnered an astonishing degree of awards, grants and
commissions from the Canada Council, the Banff Centre, CBC,
PROCAN (1988), Vancouver New Music (1989), CAPAC (1988, 1989),
SOCAN (1991, 1994), the Winnipeg Symphony’s Canadian
Composers Competition and the Pittsburgh New Music Ensemble’s
Composers Forum (1992).

Ms. Hui’s new Pittsburgh commission, Foreign Affairs (1994), will
receive its Canadian premiere under the direction of Robert Aitken,
and a recent chamber work, Solstice, will also be heard. Tan Dun
will appear as both conductor and soloist in his works including
Circle with Four Trios, Conductor and Audience (1992); Memorial:
19 Fucks (1993); Lament: Autumn Wind (1993) and CAGE (fingering
for piano), (1993).

Both composers will personally introduce their works at 7:15; the
concert itself begins at 8:00, Sunday, March 19, 1995 at the Premiere
Dance Theatre, Harbourfront Centre. For ticket information please call

(416) 973 4000.
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