New Music Concertsis piccsed
to be one of the sponsors of
the Stefan Wolpe International
Festival cnd Symposium, the
most extensive and infensive
exploration of the legacy of a
major coniemporary musical
figure that has taken place in
Canada in recent times. The
event celebrates the music
and thought of one of the
most versatile and radical
composers of the 20t century.

Born in Berlin in 1902, Stefan Wolpe was influ-
enced by the music of Scriabine and
Schoenberg and by studies with Ferruccio
Busoni, Hermann Scherchen, and Anton
Webem. He came in touch with the Berlin
Dadas and spent much time atf the Bauhausin
Weimar, attending classes by Paul Klee and
others. He emigrated o Palestine (1934-38),
. where he taught at the Palestine Conserva-
tory in Jerusalem, and then to the USA, where
he made his home in New York City. From
1952-1956.Wolpe was music director of Black
Mountain College in North Carolina and then

became head of the music department at

C.W. Post College of Long Island University. He
died in 1972 after a ten- “year s’rruggle with
parkinsonism.

In 1963 Wolpe received the New York Musrc )

Critics Gircle Citation and was granted the first
of two Guggenhelm Fellowships. In. 1966 he
was given the. Medal of the Brandeis University
Creative Arts Awards and was inducted as a
member of the National Institute of Arts and
Letters. In 1968 the New England Conservatory
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of Music conferred on him the honorary
Doctor of Music degree.

Wolpe composed in many styles and
genres, but, whatever the medium, his
music is characterized by great vitality,
physical presence, and inventiveness. It
conveys aradical utopianism that recon-
ciles a deeply felt populism with a pro-
found faith in the prophetic power of
the individual imagination.

The last two programs of the New Music
Concerts Season comprise the first and
final concerts of the Stefan Wolpe Festival:
Concert 1 (7:15 pm, lluminating Introduc-
tion; 8 pm, Concert, Friday, April 30) and
Concertb (7:15, lluminating Introduction, 8
pm, Concert, Sunday, May 2). These con-
cerfs cover Wolpe's career with perform-
ances of music that has not been heard in
Canadabefore. They include hisOpus 1,
a cycle of Holderlin songs sung by Jean
Stillwell. From the Palestine period corne
the Suite im Hexachord, ond' the early
New York period. is represented by the.
monumental Baftle Piece
performed: by the briliant Canadian -

pianist Marc-André Hamelin. Mr. Hamelin-- F

will accompany -his wife the soprano .-

‘Jody Karin. Applebaum in a group of-

Wolpe's settings. of satirical songs for the
pre-Nazi Berlin cabaret and morchmg
songs-for -agitprop ffoupes.-The ‘concert -

~ begins with the Canadian premiereef in= -
. nerSong: In Memory of Stefan Woipe com-- ..

posed for solo oboe by Elliott Carfer. =,

for piano,:



From the™ mid=Tiflies “Corfie the Ob'oe ~ and the poets of Black Mountain, and the
Quartet, and from Wo[pe slast period come’ post-war developments. Another sympo-
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(commissloned by the Juilliard. Quaqeﬁ'. cocdlngs publishing and. museums as

and Piece for-Piano-and:-1é=Inst F—
played by Peter Serkin. The final con?:erf-,:
includes the=werlc: pﬁeﬁmreaﬂEFBrm"ﬁ:ﬂIm:::ﬁmﬁf
Memoriam. S?érfm Wolpe by James Tenney, —=-- Jhrough.the. pcmrtesy of .the . Goe’(l}e;-
CommasSiOQecL for_the..occasion with_the L:lﬁs’utuf Tororitd Bxhibitions on Dadc Docu-

assistance of the CanadaCaundl . — — —Toentation and LEI6 Mokely:Ndgy willse -«
Three fur’rher concerts and- the: eight;.. nhung at.the, Be’rb/ Oilqunt Ihectrenmd
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scheduled .from, Fudayﬂthroug{njsundey gow 1 eorle ngxy ot ing
Concert 2, Moy{ 1.4 pm is..0 program of . %,Sltas Thg Befty thhqanheotre 4U4JGNI&
music by s’ruqequ Qnd colleoguges of Wolpe:: ~;Siyeet, foronto! The Art Ga Iléiy of Onf'anb
Herbert Briin, Mgﬂhewsreeanumn Edlavy,--307% Dundds Streetanvest, Tapdito. | 220 o
Ursula Mamilok, Raoul Pleskow, Ralph Shapey; - SponsoLs ‘Aﬂ Gallery, p{, On’rqno Goethq
Harvey Sollbetger and,Charles -Wuorinen. - Iash’ruTTOrbﬁto N’ewMthchoncerrs S’refon
Concert 3,-May. ].-8:30 prn presents musicpy | W@tpe Society: he.; Yok University. =

John Cage, Morton Feldmcm and Wolpe,i-;
Feldman, who studied-with -Wolpe, will be-r s
represented.by the.Canadian- premiere: anwmn L

e

Concert 4, May.2; 3 pm),-inthe; Walker Courtyazral o ;f;, -

of the Art Gaillery.of Ontarie features a-group: & - - CONCERf 1

of piano solos performed by the eqmposerizjw Efldcw, Aprll 30,:8 PM
daughter the. Brifish-pianisi-Katharina Welpe. - - 1, jllumlnﬁh{lg Intredueflon 7 ]5 PM
The concert.continues with-sound-postry: by(, s BBD b el ke il e
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